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  otation

On the S bus, in the rush hour. A chap of about twenty-
six, soft hat with a cord instead of a ribbon, neck too 
long, as if someone’s been tugging at it. People getting 
off. The chap in question gets annoyed with one of the 
men standing next to him. He accuses him of jostling 
him every time anyone goes past. A snivelling tone 
which is meant to be aggressive. When he sees a vacant 
seat he throws himself onto it.

Two hours later, I come across him in the Cour de 
Rome, in front of the Gare Saint-Lazare. He’s with a 
friend who’s saying: “You ought to get an extra button 
put on your overcoat.” He shows him where (at the 
lapels) and why.
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          ouble                    ntry

Towards the middle of the day and at midday I 
happened to be on and got onto the platform and the 
balcony at the back of an S-line and of a Contrescarpe-
Champerret bus and passenger-transport vehicle 
which was packed and to all intents and purposes full. 
I saw and noticed a young man and an old adolescent 
who was rather ridiculous and pretty grotesque: thin 
neck and skinny windpipe, string and cord round his 
hat and headgear. After a scrimmage and scuffle he 
says and states in a lachrymose and snivelling voice 
and tone that his neighbour and fellow traveller is 
deliberately trying and doing his utmost to push him 
and inconvenience him every time anyone gets off and 
makes an exit. This having been declared and having 
spoken he rushes and goes towards a vacant and a free 
place and seat.

After two hours, and a hundred and twenty minutes 
later, I see him and come across him again in the Cour 
de Rome and in front of the Gare Saint-Lazare. He is 
with and in the company of a friend and pal who is 
advising and urging him to have a button and corozo 
disc added and sewn onto his overcoat and mantle.
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      itotes

A few of us were travelling together. A young man, 
who didn’t look very intelligent, spoke to the man 
next to him for a few moments, then he went and sat 
down. Two hours later I met him again; he was with a 
friend and was discussing clothing matters.
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